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[Mission updates; Ephesians Challenge; Auction/cookout; CareFest] 

• Becky Paulson (Iron Range) 

• Lyndon (Haiti) 

 

[Eph 2:1-10] 

 

The church is meant to be a mission outpost. It is to be a place where we are 

tooling up to go out into the world to minister to people in the name of 

Christ. So these kinds of reports from those in our body who are going out 

with a mission to influence people for Christ should be the norm. That 

doesn’t mean that it will look the same for you as it does for Becky and 

Lyndon, but God has called every believer to make an impact for Christ in 

their sphere of influence.  

 

What I want to remind us of today is that every believer’s identity as a 

follower of Christ is to be a servant. Our focal point this morning is going to 

be Eph 2:10: “We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” In 

other words, our lives should be about doing the work that God has prepared 

for us to do. This means that regardless of our occupation, we should have a 

preoccupation with the Kingdom of God (Matt 6:33 - “seek first the Kingdom 

of God…”).  

 

Let’s take a moment to look at vs. 1-9 to put vs. 10 in its context. Today I 

want to approach Eph. 2 from the angle of four basic attitudes that believers 

should have in light of this exposition of the gospel.  

 

4 Basic Attitudes for Life as a Christian: 

 

1. Gratitude (Eph. 2:1-7) 

 

Gratitude is our response to the Gospel. 

 

“Gospel” is a loaded word. It literally means “good news.” Of course 

the good news is that Jesus died as the payment for our sin and rose 

again making it possible to be reconciled to God through faith. But it 

is really good news in light of just how desperate our sinful situation 

was and how God not only saves us by His grace but gives us a share 

in Christ’s inheritance. Vs. 1-7 are unpacking these truths, and when 

you grasp it, the only proper response is gratitude.  

 

[vs. 1]  “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,” 

 

This is not just some clever theological concept that is projected 

upon us. Paul goes on in vs. 2-3 to remind us that our lives are living 

proof of our depravity.  

 

[vs. 2-3]  “in which you formerly walked according to the course of 

this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the 

spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them 

we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the 

desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, even as the rest.”  

 

Rescued from 3 dominating influences… 

� World 

� Satan 

� Flesh 

In every respect we were fully deserving of God’s wrath.  

 [vs. 4-7]: “But God being rich in mercy, because of His great love 

 with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 

 transgressions, made us alive together with Christ by grace you have 

 been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in 

 the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He 

 might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us 

 in Christ Jesus.”  

We have been saved from the amazing depths of our depravity (1-3). 

 



We have been saved to the amazing heights of heavenly inheritance 

(4-6). 

 

We have been saved by amazing grace with an endless supply (7).  

 

When we really come to terms with this gospel of grace, gratitude 

should permeate our lives.  

 

2. Faith (Eph 2:8) 

 

Faith is our response to God Himself. 

 

[vs. 8]  “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that 

not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;” 

 

This is the second time Paul emphasizes that we are saved by grace. 

But this time he adds that grace is received or taken hold of by faith.  

 

We don’t typically think of faith as an attitude but rather putting our 

trust into action. And yet when we believe in Christ and experience 

the transforming work of the gospel in our lives, it should lead to 

ongoing, moment by moment trust in God. In other words, our 

automatic attitude toward life’s circumstances should be to trust 

God.  

 

Hebrews 11:6 points out just how essential faith is: “without faith it 

is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” (Heb. 

11:6). 

 

3. Humility (Eph 2:9) 

 

Humility is our response to Grace.  

 [Eph 2:8-9]: “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and 

 that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, 

 so that no one may boast.” 

We are saved by God’s grace. And though we must believe, we can’t 

take any credit for ourselves because even our faith is a gift from 

God. Faith is simply trusting in what God has done because we can’t 

possibly do it for ourselves.  

 

In Gal. 6:14 Paul said, “may it never be that I should boast, except in 

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

When we really get the gospel, we get an attitude of humility.   

God’s saving grace should produce in us a basic disposition of 

gratitude, humility, and faith.  

 

4. Servanthood (Eph 2:10) 

 

The first 3 attitudes of gratitude, faith, and humility converge (and 

manifest themselves) in an attitude/disposition of servanthood. When 

we think of servanthood as an attitude rather than just an action, it 

brings into perspective our need to view all of life through this lens 

of servanthood—it is basic to our identity as followers of Christ (see 

2-13-11, “Serving Christ in One Another”
1
). 

 

 [2:10] “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

 good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk 

 in them.” 

 

Notice how strong verse 10 is. It’s not just suggesting that it’s a good idea for 

believers to serve. God has prepared in advance the very good works that we 

should do as an overflow of His work in us. Paul begins by saying that we 

are His workmanship. We are the product of His hand. We are the 

masterpiece that the Creator is perfecting by taking objects of wrath and 

making them objects of mercy. He has rescued us from the amazing depths 

                                                           
1
 1) Jesus is our model as the ultimate servant-leader; 2) Servanthood is at the heart 

of the gospel; 3) We are commanded to serve; 4) Serving is essential to our growth; 

5) We are gifted for service; 6) Servanthood secures God’s blessing; 7) Servanthood 

is critical to a believer’s identity. 



of sin and raised us up to the amazing heights of heavenly union with Christ. 

And the purpose for which He has done all this is for these good works that 

God has prepared in advance for us to do. Vs. 10: “We are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 

that we would walk in them.” The good works that we do should be a 

constant testimony to the grace of God that has transformed our lives.   

 

This means that we should live our lives in constant expectancy, looking for 

opportunities that God has put before us to be living testimonies of His grace 

as we serve those around us with a spirit of gracious, humble faith.  

 

When we have understood the Gospel, put our faith in Christ, and been 

transformed by His grace these first three attitudes of gratitude, faith, and 

humility produce a life of servanthood. 

 

When I have preached on Ephesians 2 in the past, I have focused so much on 

these great gospel truths in vs. 1-9 that vs. 10 was almost an afterthought. But 

I now see this passage much differently… 

 

The good works in vs. 10 that have been prepared in advance for us to do are 

the precise way that God’s grace should be worked out in our lives.  

 

Consider the relationship between the first three attitudes of gratitude, faith, 

and humility and a life of servanthood.  

 

� Gratitude motivates our servanthood.   

 

Gratitude says, “Lord, you have been so gracious to me. You have 

rescued me from sin, Satan, and self - You have rescued me from the 

amazing depths of my depravity and seated me in amazing heights 

with Christ - You have forgiven my sin at such great cost to yourself. 

It is my privilege to serve You and those that you bring into my life. 

How can I not show mercy and compassion toward others when you 

have extended such grace toward me.  

 

 

 

� Faith empowers our servanthood. 

 

It is our faith in the goodness and sovereignty of God that empowers 

us to serve others with no expectation of receiving something in 

return. God will put countless opportunities in front of you to serve 

others. Some opportunities may be so significant - so much bigger 

than you - that it will require your faith to be stretched. You will 

need to depend on God to really make it happen. Other opportunities 

may seem so small that you will be tempted to think that it won’t 

make any difference at all. But you will need to just obey the Spirit’s 

promptings and trust God to make it significant in someone’s life.  

 

� Humility authenticates our servanthood.  

 

Servanthood isn’t true servanthood unless it comes from a heart of 

humility. And nothing will foster humility in your heart more than 

serving others out of obedience and love for Christ.  

 

Here’s the bottom line: When the saving Grace of God takes hold of our 

lives, our humble gratitude and faith in Christ will be evident in our good 

works of love and servanthood toward others. It can’t be any other way, 

because when we are born again, it is the very life of God in Christ that is 

born in us. And He is the servant of all.  

 

CareFest! 

 

� God has set before us an opportunity to live out Eph. 2:10- an 

opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  

--We go serve and trust God for the results. 

--We have seen the impact of these kinds of efforts in New Orleans 

and often wished we could translate the same spirit of outreach here: 

The opportunity is here! 

 

� This is just one expression of God’s grace through servanthood. 

 

� The basic question: Am I maturing in my attitude and disposition of 

servanthood?  


